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Javier "Barrapunto" Candeira writes, "Last Monday the Spanish
Government sent the parliament the latest draft for the Ley de
Economia Sostenible (Sustainable Economy Act), which
contained riders modifying the current laws on copyright and
interactive services.These amendments give the Spanish
Ministy of Culture the administrative power to take down
websites (or order ISPs to block those hosted overseas), all
without a court order and in the name of 'safeguarding
Intellectual Property Laws against Internet Piracy'.For this
reason some of us have written a manifesto that is being
published today all over Spanish weblogs and media."
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A group of journalists, bloggers, professionals and creators

want to express their firm opposition to the inclusion in a Draft
Law of some changes to Spanish laws restricting the freedoms
of expression, information and access to culture on the Internet.
They also declare that:

- Copyright should not be placed above citizens' fundamental
rights to privacy, security, presumption of innocence, effective
judicial protection and freedom of expression.

2 .- Suspension of fundamental rights is and must remain an
exclusive competence of judges. This blueprint, contrary to the
provisions of Article 20.5 of the Spanish Constitution, places in
the hands of the executive the power to keep Spanish citizens
from accessing certain websites.

3 .- The proposed laws would create legal uncertainty across
Spanish IT companies, damaging one of the few areas of
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development and future of our economy, hindering the creation
of startups, introducing barriers to competition and slowing
down its international projection.

4 .- The proposed laws threaten creativity and hinder cultural
development. The Internet and new technologies have
democratized the creation and publication of all types of
content, which no longer depends on an old small industry but
on multiple and different sources.

5 .- Authors, like all workers, are entitled to live out of their
creative ideas, business models and activities linked to their
creations. Trying to hold an obsolete industry with legislative
changes is neither fair nor realistic. If their business model was
based on controlling copies of any creation and this is not
possible any more on the Internet, they should look for a new
business model.

6 .- We believe that cultural industries need modern, effective,
credible and affordable alternatives to survive. They also need
to adapt to new social practices.

7 .- The Internet should be free and not have any interference
from groups that seek to perpetuate obsolete business models
and stop the free flow of human knowledge.

8 .- We ask the Government to guarantee net neutrality in
Spain, as it will act as a framework in which a sustainable
economy may develop.

9 .- We propose a real reform of intellectual property rights in
order to ensure a society of knowledge, promote the public
domain and limit abuses from copyright organizations.
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10 .- In a democracy, laws and their amendments should only

involved parties. Legislative changes affecting fundamental
rights can only be made in a Constitutional law.

manifiesto en defensa de los derechos fundamentales en

internet (Thanks, Javier))
Image: ARTICLE 1, a Creative Commons Attribution image
from art makes me smile's photostream)
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|Artist specialized in paintings of Chase bank on fire

| love impasto works depicting branches of Chase bank going
up in flames...

report this ad

Spend 5 minutes, help save our society

be adopted after a timely public debate and consultation with all
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This amazingly handy website pretty much holds your digital
hand through the process of calling your representatives. Take
five minutes, call your reps. 5 Calls

READ THE REST

An early peek at 'The Jungle Book,' new Disney
live-action remake of Kipling classic
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Disney today released two new clips and a new little featurette

from the studio’s upcoming live action film “The Jungle Book.”
I’m also loving the stunning poster art for the new film by
Vincent Aseo, shown above in detail and below in full.

READ THE REST

CALL NOW: Paul Ryan is trying to sneak mass
surveillance into the budget bill!
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Evan from Fight for the Future writes, “Speaker of the House

|

Paul Ryan is trying to use a Congressional loophole to push
through two attacks on our Internet freedom in the ‘omnibus’
must-pass budget bill that Congress is expected to file tonight.
He wants to include the final version of CISA which has been
completely [...]

READ THE REST

These sheets are really soft and you haven't made
them dirty vet
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Bamboo has lots of uses beyond just being panda food. Things
like bikes, roads, scaffolding, and musical instruments are made

from the fast-growing grass. But unless you are participating in
a tropical-themed LARP, you probably wouldn’t want a shirt
made from bamboo stalks. So why do bamboo bed sheets
make any sense? Because yarn extracted from [...]

READ THE REST

This post includes the words "penetration testers"
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If you want to work in tech, but don’t have any desire to code
web apps to help businesses sell things to other business, you
might want to consider a career in cybersecurity. Judging from
the apparent complete infiltration of Russian hackers in
American cyberspace, it seems fair to speculate that there’s a
major shortage of [...]

READ THE REST

If you want to be sure your mom gets flowers on
Mother's Day I'm not sure I'd go with our store, but

hey!
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All moms are different. But all moms like getting flowers on

Mother’s Day, and that’s a fact (not, however a fact we can
document in any fashion.) Instead of getting chewed out for
forgetting to call her on the second Sunday of May, you can take
care of it ahead of time with Teleflora’s flower [...]

READ THE REST

report this ad
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